“Vittorio Emanuele Orlando, the Paris Peace Conference, and the Rise of Fascism in Italy”
Tuesday, November 16, 7:00-8:45 P.M.

Milford Town Library, 80 Spruce Street, Milford, MA 01757; (508) 473-2145

This will be a presentation of Spencer Di Scala's new book: Makers of the Modern World. Vittorio
Orlando: Italy, published by Haus Publishers, London. In his talk, Professor Di Scala will examine the issues
involved in ltaly's participation in the First World War and its results. He will examine the dispute between the
Italians, the machinations of the British, French, and Americans against their wartime ally, the subsequent
walkout of Orlando and the Italians from the Paris Peace Conference, and Orlando's prediction of a disaster of
worldwide proportions. This prediction came true as Italy's treatment at Paris contributed to the rise of Fascism
in the country and produced the inter-war crisis and the Second World War. Book signing follows the lecture.

Spencer M. Di Scala was born on the lower East side of Manhattan and grew up there and in Queens,
New York. He received his B.A. from Queens College (CUNY), New York’s public university. His M.A. and Ph.D.
degrees are from Columbia University, where he studied under Shepard Clough, A. William Salomone, Peter
Gay, Garrett Mattingly, and Eric Goldman. As a graduate student he was awarded two Fulbright grants to Milan,
Italy to do research on his dissertation, which later became his first book; and as a professor he won a Fulbright
fellowship to Rome to research his second book. Di Scala started teaching at the University of Kentucky and
came to UMass Boston in 1970. He has been a full professor since 1986, and in 1997 the university named him
research professor. His teaching and writing has centered on the history of Italy and Europe, with a particular
focus on modern ltalian Socialism, from which he has branched out into the general history of Italy and modern
Europe, to political thought, and to Italian-American subjects. He has taught a gamut of courses from Western
Civilization to Italian and European history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and to graduate courses on
a variety of specialized topics. He introduced on-line courses to the history department, teaches regularly on-
line, and won the 2007 University Continuing Education Association’s Award for Excellence in Teaching; in 2006
he won the same association’s regional award for innovation in teaching.
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